Message

From: Wetherington, Michele [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=72F68AFD3CAL140CFBSE6B77AODEOL4FS-WETHERINGTON, MICHELE]

Sent: 10/14/2019 4:51:42 PM

To: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Subject: FW: Pine Hope Plantation Site Visit [IWOV-NPCHAR1.FID1058209]

Attachments: 9_9 2014 |etter from the Corps.PDF; 9_5_2017 letter from DOJ.PDF; Response letter - Henry Brown.PDF; 1-25-18 LT
James Choate lll, with Exhibits {sighed).PDF; Pine Hope Plantation reponse to U. S. Attorney May 21.PDF;
IMG_0799.JPG

From: Shahid, Mary D. <MShahid@nexsenpruet.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:05 PM

To: Wetherington, Michele <Wetherington.Michele@epa.gov>

Cc: Henry E Brown Jri Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) |

Subject: Pine Hope Plantation Site Visit [IWOV-NPCHAR1.FID1058209]

Michele: I'm copying my client, Henry Brown, on this response. | apologize that Hdidw't get back with vou last weel. |
was able to speak with Mr. Brown this week and he is very upset about this request. By way of background, the
Charleston District initisted action against My, Brown in 2014, A copy of the letter from the Charleston District is
attached. Upon receipt of that letter Mr. Brown invited staff from the Charleston District to inspect Pine Hill Plantation
and the site visit occurred on November 5, 2014, Mr. Brown heard nothing more from the Corps following the site visit
until two and half vears later, in March of 2017, The Corps referred the matter to the U, S, Altorney’s office in Columbis,
5. C. Mr. Brown received the attached letter from Brook Andrews on September 5, 2017, | responded on behalf of Mr.
Brown by letter dated October 13, 2017, attached, We mutually agreed to a second site visit on November 21,

2017, We met with the Charleston District following the site visit on December 14, 2017, The Corps requested that
certain measures be taken, which we agreed to by letter dated January 25, 2018, Mr. Andrews notified us by letter
dated April §, 2018 that Mr. Brown provide voluntary onsite restoration and mitigation. We replied on May 21, 2018
{attached)} and asked the U, §. Attorney’s office to recognize the existing buffering and preservation in place, along with
volunteering additional BMPS, WE RECEIVED NOTHING BACK FROM THE LL S, ATTORNEY'S OFFICE OR FROM THE
CORPS. This matter was unattended to for 16 months — and then | received yvour email.

Pine Hill Plantation is a tree farm. The attached photograph is a letter that Mr. Brown received from the EPA In 1988
when he sought confirmation regarding his forestry activities. All activities conducted at Pine Hill facilitate

sitviculture, Mr. Brown has consulted with multiple registered foresters regarding his operations. Herb Nicholson from
the South Carolina Forestry Commission inspected Pine Hill, with the Corps of Engineers, and essentially confirmed that
the activities were consistent with forestry operations.

Mr. Brown has cooperated fully with all investigative agencies in this matter. He has offered to take measures that were
suggested by the Corps of Enginesrs. No one has given him the courtesy of a response to his offers Lo install pipes and a
ditch plug {1/25/18 letter) and installation of additional pipes {5/21/18 letter} even though these offers were based on
remediation measures suggested by the Corps. He has authorized two site visits, Importantly both the Corps and the
DO insisted that Mr. Brown hire an environmental consultant — which he did. He retained Mac Baughman, registered
forester and environmaental consultant, and he heeded all of Mr. Baughman's advice. Mr. Baughman's services were
expensive and despite insisting that a consultant be retained, both the Corps and the DO ignored Mr. Baughman's
opinions and suggestions. Please note that Mr. Brown was a young man of 79 when this investigation started. Heis
now 85 years old and believed that after sixteen months of silence from the U, 8 Attorney and the Corps that this
matter was resolved and he could put this behind him and enjoy what time he has left,

Before consenting to a third site visit it would be helpful to know what the EPA’s concerns are and whether the

proposals made to date in the attached exchange of correspondence are sufficient to relieve those concerns. Thank you
for your consideration of the information provided and | look forward to speaking to yvou at your convenience.
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